
Blakely Island Field Station:  Weekend Field Trip Information 
 

Directions and parking: 

You should allow at least 2.5 - 3 hours (depending on Seattle traffic) for the drive from Seattle to the marina, 
unloading, loading, and parking.  The boat leaves promptly at 6 pm on Friday! We meet at 5:30, so leave SPU by 
~2:30 PM.  If possible, I’d recommend leaving earlier, and getting some coffee (Penguin, or if you want to peruse 
some used books at the same time, Pelican Bay), donuts (The Donut House), or a milkshake (Fidalgo Drive In), all 
on Commercial Ave in Anacortes. Anacortes is still 10 minutes from the marina, so leave Anacortes by 5:00 PM.   

Our water taxi will be departing at from Skyline Marina, at 
2011 Skyline Way, Anacortes, WA 98221.The class will meet 
at 5:30 pm at Skyline Marina. To reach the marina, drive 
north on I-5 through Mount Vernon and take Exit #230, State 
Route 20 and 20 Spur to Anacortes.  In Anacortes follow the 
signs directing you toward the Washington State Ferry (north 
on Commercial Avenue, west on 12th, continuing west on 
Oakes). You will come to a “Y” in the road, where the road to 
the ferry angles to the right, and the road to the Skyline 
Marina (Sunset Ave.) continues straight ahead. From Sunset 
Ave., turn left (south) on Skyline Way. The marina, will be on 
the left, and there are a few parking spaces that you may use 
only while you unload.  (Watch your speed in Anacortes!  The 
police watch this closely).  There are restrooms around the 
back of the marina office. The code for the restroom is 1476. 

Paraclete Charters will be taking you to Blakely Island. If there are 
any issues, and you can’t get ahold of your professor, you can call 
or text them at: 360-420-5187. They operate two boats: The 
Paraclete is the smaller, and main vessel of their fleet. The 
Koinonia is their larger boat that is used for special groups or busy 
days. At the marina, you will meet up with your professor and the 
rest of your class. Your professor will tell you which boat your 
class is on.  If you are 
traveling on the 
Paraclete, grab your 
bags, cross the road 

and walk down the gangplank with the Paraclete sign overhead.  If 
you’re on the Koinonia, you’ll be going through the locked gate of 
dock TD (to the left of the other dock). The code to get onto dock TD 
is: 3791 The Koinonia is located in slip 33, which is quite a ways 
down the dock. 

Because these weekend trips are less than 72 hours long, we can park for 
free on certain streets near Skyline Marina.  You should be able to park on 
streets highlighted in yellow in this map (including parts of Skyline Way, 
Cabana Lane, and Sands Way).  Please double-check, though, that you are 
parked legally.  There are some spots along these roads that are no-
parking areas.  I recommend dropping your stuff (and your passengers!) 
off at Skyline Marina, then making your way to a parking spot. 

 

 

 
You can park in the spots outside Skyline marine 
center while you unload your gear. 

 

 
The Paraclete is under the 
yellow sign, on the right at 
the end of the dock. 

 

 
The Koinonia is in 
dock TD, slip 33 
(Gate combo: 3791) 

 

Cabana Lane

https://www.facebook.com/penguincoffeeanacortes/?_rdr
https://www.pelicanbaybooks.com/
https://www.fidalgodrivein.com/
https://www.paracletecharters.com/


Blakely Island Field Station:  Weekend Field Trip Information 
 

What to expect (and what to pack!) at the field station: 

The facility where you will be housed is a residence hall with double-occupancy rooms furnished with twin beds 
and desks.  Linens are not provided, so you should bring a sleeping bag or your own linens, as well as your own 
towels.  A pillow will be provided, though you should bring a pillow case.  Each room has a sink and shares a 
shower and toilet with an adjoining room.  You should bring your own toiletries.  High speed internet service is 
available via Wifi.  You’re welcome to bring a laptop, but most weekend field trips don’t require it. 

All meals are served in our dining hall, and snacks are available during the day by request from our staff.  Please 
note that Seattle Pacific maintains smoke-, alcohol- and drug-free campuses.   

For this class, make sure to bring good shoes to hike in, warm clothing (it’ll likely be 10 degrees cooler than 
Seattle), and rain gear.  (Hopefully the forecast looks good, but ya never know!  It is the Pacific Northwest, after 
all.)  We’ll be out and about rain or shine.  You should bring pens/pencils/notebooks to record data in the field. I’d 
also recommend bringing a water bottle and a small day pack since we’ll be out all day.  If it’s going to be sunny, 
sunglasses and sun-screen could be useful. There is a lake, and there may be some free time.  Depending on your 
cold tolerance, you’re welcome to bring a swim suit.  

Your returning boat will leave Blakely Island at about 1 pm Sunday, arriving in Anacortes around 2:15 pm.   

 

 

 

 


